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All of us at Xerces want to send a huge thank you to our commit-
ted members and donors. Your support allows us to expand our 
outreach and education each year, engaging more and more 
people in our mission to protect invertebrates and their habi-
tat. Last year, we launched a new webinar series that allowed us 
to continue to connect with all of you during social distancing, 
and we are more than happy with the results. So far, we have 
offered over 25 webinars and reached almost 6,000 individuals.   
  In 2021, we will continue expanding our webinar options. 
Please see the back of this newsletter for a list of upcoming 
spring webinars that you might find interesting, and don’t wor-
ry if you can’t make it at the scheduled time, all webinars are 
posted to our YouTube channel after the event. 

 – THANK  YOU  FOR  MAKING  THIS  AND  MORE  POSSIBLE! 

Connect, learn, discover
Our website contains a wealth of information about our 
work and what you can do to help invertebrates. Updates are 
posted to our blog and webinars to our YouTube channel. 
You can also connect with us @xercessociety on Facebook,  
Instagram, and Twitter! 

xerces.org

 
Please visit xerces.org/donate or mail donations to:

 The Xerces Society 
PO Box 97387

Washington, DC 20090-7387

(855) 232-6639, option 2          membership@xerces.org

Monarch butterflies need at least three things to survive and thrive. Native milkweed plants on which monarchs 
lay eggs and caterpillars develop, nectar plants on which adult monarchs fuel migration and mating, and habitat 
free of insecticides. The loss of milkweed and nectar and the overuse of pesticides across North America are all fac-
tors contributing to the reduced number of monarchs recorded in overwintering sites in California and Mexico. Xerc-
es is raising public awareness for monarchs, working to protect and restore habitat, and pushing for policy solutions.  
Learn more at xerces.org/monarchs.            (Photo: Xerces Society / Stephanie McKnight.) 

“ ”Great webinar! Learned a lot! Loved 
the photos! Joined the society! Can’t 
wait to read more from the website. 

– Webinar participant



FIGHTING FOR AT-RISK SPECIES

Western Monarch Population Closer to Extinction
The monarch is perhaps the most well-known and beloved butterfly in North America. Found in gardens, prairies, and natural areas 
from coast to coast, the arrival of monarchs in northern states and Canadian provinces is viewed by many as a welcome sign marking 
the change in seasons from spring to summer. Renowned for its long-distance seasonal migration and spectacular winter gatherings 
in Mexico and California, the monarch butterfly population has recently declined to dangerously low levels.  
     The western monarch migratory population is on the verge of collapse. Over four million monarchs wintered in groves along the 
California coast in the 1980s and more than a million were counted in 1997. Last fall, Xerces volunteers scoured overwintering sites 
from north of the Bay Area down to San Diego and counted fewer than two thousand overwintering monarchs in all—a decline of 
over 99.9%. This distressing news is compounded by the fact that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service found that although the monarch 
meets the criteria for Endangered Species Act protection it will not be protected because it is not a high enough priority.  
     This situation may seem bleak, but the Xerces Society is determined to continue our fight for monarchs. We are working with 
agency land managers, farmers, and others to protect essential monarch overwintering sites, restore habitat in early season breeding 
areas, and increase public participation in monarch habitat restoration.  
     We are also working with U.S. Senator Merkley and Congressmen Panetta and Carbajal to introduce the MONARCH Act of 2021. 
This would provide $12.5 million per year for five years for grants for western monarch conservation, a substantial federal investment 
in conservation that can prevent further decline and ensure long-term population stability. 
     It is vital that we do not forget that eastern monarchs are also struggling. The number of monarchs in the eastern U.S. and Canada 
has fallen by over 80%, and the latest numbers from overwintering sites in Mexico show continued decline. We have staff in the Great 
Plains, Midwest, and Northeast who are implementing projects on farms, in cities and towns, and on roadsides. Our goal is to em-
power farmers, park managers, and gardeners to plant millions of milkweed and nectar plants and to protect them from pesticides. 
These new habitats will not only help monarchs, but many other butterfly and bee species that are also at risk.
     Thank you for continuing to support Xerces in this effort. Only with you behind us will be able to secure a future for the life that 
sustains us. 
     If you live in the west, please visit: xerces.org/western-monarch-call-to-action
     If you live in the east, please visit: xerces.org/monarchs/eastern-monarch-conservation



Your home garden can make all the difference. Find your 
pollinator habitat yard sign at xerces.org/gifts. 

MONTHLY GIVING

No renewal notices,  
convenient payment options, 

a continued connection

...and our deepest gratitude.

Join the movement at

xerces.org/donate

A mini meadow in a garden with coreopsis, a favorite of bees. (Photo: Sara Morris.)

CELEBRATE WITH US!

Xerces 50th Anniversary 
 
This is a landmark year for the Xerces Society: 2021 marks our 50th anniversary! Xerces was founded in 1971 by Robert Michael Pyle, or 
as friends call him, Bob. At the time, Bob was studying and working in Britain, and he attended a lecture in London about the large blue 
butterfly, which despite decades of conservation effort was on the brink of disappearing from that country. As Bob notes in his essay 
on the origins of the Xerces Society:   

It occurred to me that we in America had already lost such a butterfly, the Xerces blue, extirpated on the San Francisco Peninsula 
in the early ’forties. The “X” of Xerces, I imagined, would make a perfect symbol for extinction, and could be wrought into a butterfly 
shape. Spontaneously, the concept of the Xerces Society arose.

Bob immediately went about making his inspiration into reality, and he 
quickly gained support and encouragement from key scientists in the field. 
Fast-forward fifty years and today the Xerces Society is the largest invertebrate 
conservation organization in the world, and has the largest pollinator conserva-
tion effort of any nonprofit. Our conservation reach extends across North Amer-
ica, and with the help of partners we now have a global presence. Our team 
draws together experts from the fields of conservation biology, entomology, 
habitat restoration, plant ecology, pesticides, farming, education, and commu-
nity engagement.

Xerces’ science-based approach, coupled with focused education and 
community outreach, information resources that allow people to take action, 
community science projects that harness the enthusiasm of volunteers, and 
policy development and advocacy at all levels of society, has led to protection 
of dozens of invertebrates and the restoration and protection of more than 2.5 
million acres of habitat for these vital animals. 

For many, this half-century landmark might seem surprising—improba-
ble, even—for an organization that is focused on protecting and promoting 
animals that are frequently seen as an irritation or pests. But over the decades, 
with Xerces’ help they have increasingly become valued for what they truly are, 
what long-time science advisor E.O. Wilson so memorably described as “the 
little things that run the world.” 



Xerces is Your Go-To Organization for Outreach & Education 

628 NE Broadway, Suite 200
Portland, OR 97232, USA

Your donor newsletter from the Xerces Society!

  

 

 

 
 

We regularly host webinars on 
a breadth of topics. 
Coming up in the next few weeks:

April 1 – Soil Invertebrates: Getting to Know the Life in 
the Soil

April 8  – Getting to Know the “Good Bugs”: Scouting 
for Pollinators and Other Beneficial Insects

Earth Day, April 22  – Insect Apocalypse? What is Really 
Happening, Why it Matters, and How We Can All Be a 
Vital Part of the Solution (by Director Scott Black)

May 6  – Supporting Pollinators Over Time: How to 
Maintain Wildflower Diversity  

xerces.org/events

(Photo: Justin Ross / USDA-NRCS.)


